
Tribute to prof. Andriy Meleshevich from his Allegheny College students 
 
 
Andriy was a professor at Allegheny College from 1998 to 2005 and touched the lives of many students during 
his time in Meadville. In addition to his many other achievements, Andriy contributed to the creation of the 
International Studies program, which allowed students to combine political science, economics, history, global 
& regional studies, and foreign languages – a program that under his guidance quickly became one of the most 
popular majors at Allegheny College. He advised many of the college’s clubs, led students on trips such as 
Model NATO, and set up Experiential Learning trips to Ukraine which continued after his time at Allegheny. He 
was instrumental in broadening the worldviews of the many students he taught, mentored, and advised during 
his time at Allegheny. We express deepest condolences to his family and friends, and assure them that his 
memory will never be forgotten.  
 

+ + + 
 
Professor Andriy Meleshevich was an inspiring and caring teacher in and outside the classroom at Allegheny 
College. In the classroom, he taught us to think critically and to keep an inquiring mind about the world. He also 
encouraged us to find our passion and pursue it without fear. Above all, he embodied many of these great 
qualities he sought to instill in us. In my senior year, I was able to witness it firsthand as he prepared us for a 
model NATO conference in Washington, DC, the very culmination of his course on European security and NATO. 
Every week he brought to class an abundance of knowledge, energy, and passion for excellence. I am certain 
that all of us learned from his example and it was his fearless leadership that ultimately led us to the top 
placement at the conference that year. Outside the classroom, Professor Meleshevich was a compassionate 
listener who was always willing to help. When I first met him, I was a new international student who had arrived 
in the United States only a week earlier. On the first day of class, seeing how nervous I was, he shared with me 
stories about his own experience as an international student and I still remember how quickly it put my mind at 
ease. Even though he is no longer with us, I know that Professor Meleshevich’s legacy will live on with those of 
us who remember him. 
Ji Hye Shin, class of 2003 
 

 



Professor Meleshevych was an important 
professor and mentor for me. His classes were 
fundamental in creating my worldview. He was 
also a great friend whose smile and laugh I will 
always remember. Our trip to D.C. for the mock 
Model NATO tournament was a highlight of my 
senior year at Allegheny College. Being able to 
travel with him and joke around and get to know 
him outside the classroom was also an 
experience I will always cherish. I am a better 
person for having known him and I am grateful 
to have had the privilege of being his student. 
Pepe Abola, class of 2002 
 

 
 
I was honored to meet Andriy because of the path he chose which next to medicine, is one of the most selfless 
and giving: teaching. Since I was always obsessed with maps of any kind, I must credit Andriy with one of the 
simplest and silliest, yet profound conversations I have ever had. He was my academic advisor during my four 
years in Allegheny. A map of the world, taped upside down, was always on the wall in his office. I reasoned that 
since that obviously is not the right way to hang maps, he must have a reason for having it upside down. So, the 
simple conversation consisted of my question of “Why is the map upside down?” followed by his response of 
“What do you think astronauts see from space?” 
It is one of the most profound mindset shifts I still think back to today. Andriy knew we do not live in a simple or 
easy world. He dedicated his career to teaching students, expanding their horizons and preparing them for 
challenges life brings. He did that with humor, respect and a desire to show us what we are not able to see. I am 
glad he gave me the opportunity to realize that the right way to do things is a myth and I sincerely hope that the 
generations he was able to influence will continue to follow in his footsteps as we try to facilitate a better world. 
Irena Saric, class of 2005 
 

 

 
Andrey had a profound impact on my life and career.  I was a 
mediocre high school student who eagerly fell for Andrey's 
passion for understanding and celebrating how government 
shaped society.  I followed him on a two-week experiential 
learning trip to Ukraine -- my first trip abroad -- and quickly 
realized that I wanted to live and work abroad after college.  
When I was writing my senior thesis, Andrey spent many 
hours (in the age before Google Translate) translating 
Ukranian laws into English so that I could explore how law 
served as a proxy for the state of democracy in that country.  
I followed Andrey's path by studying at the Maxwell School 
at Syracuse University and have since served for 14 years as 
a U.S. diplomat.  None of this would've happened without 
his support and encouragement.  Andrey's incredible skill as 
a teacher, love of his students, endless good humor, and 
quick wit will live on with me forever. 
Dominic Randazzo, class of 2004 
 

 

 



I am so sorry to hear of Andriy’s passing.  My heart goes out to his family, and I wish them much comfort and 
peace during this difficult time. Andriy was more than a professor.  He was a mentor, a friend, and confidant.  He 
genuinely cared about his students, not just academically but on a personal level. When he agreed to be my 
senior project advisor, he changed my academic trajectory and demanded the very best from me.  His office was 
always open, and he made time to listen to my endless questions and concerns.  In truth, I never really felt 
welcome in any other professor’s office.  It always felt like a bother or some type of imposition. But not with 
Andriy.  He wanted his students to come to him.  He truly wanted to know us and help us succeed in his classroom 
and in life.  I remember fondly when he invited me and some of his other students to his home for dinner.  We 
had a wonderful meal and met his beautiful family.  It was the first time a professor had ever welcomed me into 
their home, and it felt incredibly special. When graduation came, he was the only professor that I wanted my 
parents to meet.  Andriy was by far my most favorite professor at Allegheny College, and I feel so fortunate to 
have been one of his students.   
Noelle Pecora, class of 2002 
 

 
 
Andrey cared deeply about his students. He always gave time to us to talk and urge us along our paths--even 
when he had to send in another draft of his book. He drove Alleghians to find the truth, whether on advising the 
student integrity panel or in the classroom. He shared his patriotism for his homeland through countless trips. We 
strived to meet his expectations. I stand where I am today because Andrey pushed me to go to Syracuse. Andrey 
got me into Syracuse University, where he was an alumnus. I will miss his intellectual curiosity and kindness. 
Nick Rossmann, class of 2004 
 
I had the pleasure of getting to know Professor Meleshevich through Model NATO. This remains one of my 
favorite academic memories from my Allegheny days. His enthusiasm was contagious, and our win was due in 
large part to his tireless dedication to preparing us. I see that he went on to lead future teams to victory as well, 
and I have little doubt that his impact is still felt in the hearts of those students as it is in mine. What a wonderful 
thing to have accomplished- not only inspiring students but profoundly impacting them long into their 
adulthoods. He will be missed by many,  and his memory will live on in all of us who were fortunate enough to 
learn from him. 
Krista Proietty-Guido, class of 2003 



It is impossible to put into words the effect Andrey had on my 
life, both personally and professionally. I came to Allegheny as 
a 17-year old international student planning to study medicine, 
and all it took was one class, Introduction to Comparative 
Politics with Andrey, to competely change the course of my 
studies and career. I ended up taking many other classes with 
him, falling in love with internaitonal relations, choosing 
Andrey as my senior thesis advisor, and later attending his own 
PhD program at Syracuse with the support of his 
recommendation letters. Now, looking back and as a college 
professor myself, it is incredible to reflect on how much he 
gave to his students and how much he taught all of us. He 
pushed us hard, and succeeded in pulling out the very best of 
us. At the same time, while maintaining the highest academic 
standards and expectations from his students, he managed to 
be compassionate and kind, recognizing when we needed 
support. I will never forget his kindness in opening his and 
Alla’s home to us, and treating us as real human beings. And 
through all of this, he maintained a sense of humor that makes 
my mouth pull into a smile when I think of any of our 
interactions. The world lost an incredible human being.  
Tamara Pavasovic Trost, class of 2002 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Andriy was my friend, my teacher, my mentor.  I have and will miss him dearly.  
He was one of the first people who taught me how to disagree while working from a set of principles on behalf of 
others to whom his devotion was unwavering.  He never qualified what he saw as wrong.  His convictions were 
driven by an empathetic, kind, passionate, and caring sense of humanity which was readily expressed in his work 
as an educator. 
I think he looked to education not only as a passion but as a foundation for progress. The time he spent with me, 
with many of us, the kindness and patience he showed, was and has remained a debt I continue to feel obligated 
to repay more broadly.  He was humble, firm, warm, and utterly hilarious.  He was among the finest men I've 
known and among a handful of cherished mentors and friends who've guided me to work with purpose in the 
interest of others. 

  

He was utterly uncompromising in what he held to be true and had a 
keen eye for bullshit.  He was interested in policy, systems, and 
structures as I imagine he viewed them both as a manifestation of, and 
deeply impactful to, the lives and wellbeing of others which he 
considered constantly. He never shied from a disagreement or a 
willingness to challenge someone's point of view but I think he often 
cared more for the development and opinions of others, particularly his 
students, than he did his own.  He was masterful at pushing people 
outside their familiar limits, proactive, but also deeply protective once 
they found themselves somewhere lost or overwhelmed. This is how 
he made people better, more thoughtful, more productive, willing to 
confront the unfamiliar or uncomfortable. For all the seriousness and 
intense focus he devoted to that, in private company he was deeply 
relaxed, casual, and very, very warm. He was just as quick to snap his 
head to the side, straighten his posture, lean forward, curl in his elbow 
preparing to gesture into middle distance and clear his throat just 
before delivering a pointed "I disagree" as he was to crack a half smile, 
 



lift his eyebrows and get this twinkle in his eye before softly chuckling, resting his chin in his palm, and saying 
slowly, gently, "I hear what you are saying" or "this is really interesting". He really listened to people. Like really 
listened to people. It was like his super power. 
He knew how to tune out bullshit and had this sincere laser like focus with quick head nodding and mannerisms 
when listening. It was this intense focus that was in no way casual but an expression of a deep intellectual 
curiosity and a driving desire to understand and deconstruct people, situations, institutions, perspectives, bullshit, 
and possibility. 
I saw him frustrated, saw him hurt, vulnerable, sad, empowered, hopeful, and joyful.  I never saw him defeated.  
What remained consistent at all times was a mirthful and infectious curiosity for people and the world.  I was 
always struck by the random people, places, and corners in which he found joy, interest, and humor.  He was as 
intensely focused and captivated by political structures, governments, and political actors as he was in the correct 
angle from which to strike a billiard ball, the proper way to order and toast alcohol, the precise way by which to 
enjoy eating fish, how to recognize trees by their bark, the correct place to sit on a park bench from which to 
better enjoy to view and benefit from the shade, as if these things all had their own rules, stories, and histories 
that must be respected, acknowledged, explored, and enjoyed. He was always trying to deconstruct some greater 
challenge or idea, peer down some unknown corner. He had an insatiable curiosity and wide aperture from which 
to see the world both for what it is and what it could be. It's a rare person who can breathe in life, see it filled 
with beauty, flaws, horrors, hypocrisies and remain hopeful and undeterred from eagerly awaiting what comes 
next. I think teaching helped him with that, the occasional cigarette, I know his family did and I know how proud 
he was of his son and to become a grandfather himself.   
At various times when I had no idea what direction to go in my life, I would take shelter under his wing which he 
would openly offer.  I was always happy to return there. 
I miss him, and will miss him, dearly. 
Jim Saunders 
 

  

Andriy was the first professor who made me feel like 
I was treated as an adult, which now seems 
laughable because looking back I was a child. But 
this made me instantly respect him, and it made me 
eager to learn from him. I have many cherished 
memories of him, and his classes, and moments at 
his house drinking beer I couldn’t afford. I hope my 
children have a professor like him. He truly made an 
impact on me in such a formative time, and I’m 
sincerely grateful for that. And I’m heartbroken that 
he is gone.  
Gabriel Fabian, class of 2004 
 
 

Andriy's time with us was too short, it's hard to say 
goodbye when he had so much more to do. Andriy was so 
unique in that he was a complete realist, yet never 
became a cynic. He believed in the good in humanity and 
never stopped fighting for it. I am grateful for his wisdom, 
his persistence, and I gained from him a love of Ukraine, its 
people, and its culture. I will carry his hope and his wisdom 
with me for the rest of my days, as will the thousands of 
other students worldwide whose lives he helped to form. 
Kerry Ann Fraas, class of 2004 

I was very fortunate to have taken a class with 
Andrey fairly early in my time at Allegheny, and 
after that first class there was rarely a semester that 
went by when I didn’t sign up for a class with him. 
Andrey was an incredibly giving teacher, which was 
good because he had a lot to share. His experiences 
and knowledge of the world played a key role in 
shaping my worldview. I’m richer for having had him 
for a teacher, a mentor and a friend. Rest In Peace, 
Andrey. 
Reshma Mehra 



 

I came to Allegheny College as a 19-year-old 
international student. Andrey wasn’t my first 
advisor, but I quickly gravitated towards him, 
intrigued by a fellow Eastern European who 
devoted real and serious scholarship to studying 
the political and social complexities of places near 
and dear to me. He helped me tune in to the 
political scholarship that was coming out the 
region, much of which has sadly been 
compromised in recent years.  
In retrospect, what made Andrey so incredibly 
special was the ability to pair a soaring intellect 
with down-to-earth humanity, and an unyielding 
belief in all of his students. It was in Andrey’s 
Comparative Politics class that I first encountered 
the concept of “writing a paper”. The notion that  

a Professor (with a capital P!) wanted me to fill fifteen pages with my own ideas was paralyzing. How was I going 
to remember so much of what he had told us just a few weeks into his class?! I was the product of a system that 
prized facts memorized over concepts understood, and he worked patiently with me to help change that. 
Encouraging, challenging, and yes repeating ad nauseum when necessary. He taught me to question experts and 
authority, to really think for myself. I didn’t have the privilege of completing my senior thesis under his tutelage, 
but I owe him a debt of gratitude for encouraging me to continue my studies. His kind words and references made 
it possible for me to deepen my own knowledge at his former alma mater, Syracuse University. His mentorship, 
compassion, and his generosity of spirit inexorably changed the course of my life.  
Each of us could fill an entire memory book with fond recollections and pivotal moments. Thus, let us take a 
moment to remember Andrey for the exceptional human being that he was. Andrey gave generously. He fought 
fiercely and with true conviction. He touched hearts, sharpened minds, and helped shape the future of a 
generation.  
Anna Bartosiewicz, class of 2006 
 

 

I took a course from Andriy each of my 
eight semesters at Allegheny and asked 
him to advise my senior project. I 
distinctly remember being intimidated 
by him my first class with him and even 
more so when I met with him over the 
first paper that I was writing for his class. 
That intimidation quickly melted away to 
appreciation and admiration. I realized 
that Andriy was not just a professor—he 
was an educator. He did not just want to 
deliver the material to students but 
instead he engaged us with the material 
and encouraged us to learn to think 
more critically. As an educator, he made 
us life-long learners and leaders. 
Kelsey Oakes Clark, class of 2005 

Andriy had an intense focus, an appreciation of the absurd, a deep kindness and memorable smile. His energy for 
teaching and learning was a gift to us all.   
Danuta Majchrowicz, Former Director, International Office, Allegheny College 


